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Customer Focus

John Roozen grew up with his four broth-
ers and fi ve sisters on the western Wash-
ington Farm that his parents established 
in the early 1950’s.  The maritime climate 
and rich bottomland were perfectly suited 
to growing tulip, daffodils, and iris.  The 
farm prospered selling beautiful cut fl ow-
ers and bulbs worldwide.

A large pioneer family farm of 
tremendously fertile Skagit Valley ground 
near the Roozen’s was recently split up 
and sold.  One of these fi elds directly bor-
dered John’s property.  The same family 
had farmed this land since the turn of 
the century, but suddenly the prospect of 
highly productive farmland being turned 
into a residential lot became a possibility.

By utilizing Skagit County’s Farm land 
Legacy Program, John was able to 
purchase the adjoining 33-acre fi eld and 
join it with his farm to assure that it would 
remain productive forever. 

Skagit County’s Farmland Legacy 
Program was established locally by a 
vote of the people.  While sub stan tial 
local funds have been allocated to the 
program, matching funds provided under 
the federal Farmland Protection Program 
has greatly enhanced the effort.  The 
program is strictly voluntary but provides 
a means for farmers to keep good land in 
agricultural 
production. 

John says “It’s satisfying to me to have 
this land remain in agriculture.  It is such 
good land, the best of the best, that it 
would be a real shame to have it con-
verted to other uses.” 

Overview 
The USDA Farmland Protection Program (FPP) helps farmers keep their pro duc tive 
land in ag ri cul ture.  The program assists States, Tribes, local gov ern ments and non-
profi t or ga ni za tions by purchasing con ser va tion ease ments for the purpose of limiting 
conversion to non-agricultural uses.  NRCS provides up to 50% of the easement cost to 
the cooperating entity, which ac quires, man ag es, and enforces the easement.  
Landowners participate voluntarily, and protected farms remain in private ownership.  
Every pro tect ed farm op er ates under a con ser va tion plan approved by the local 
Conservation District.  Na tion al ly, over $52 million have been ob li gat ed to state and 
local entities since establishment of the program in 1996.  Pro pos als were accepted in 
1996, 1997, 1998, and 2001.

Accomplishments 
Washington State has awarded over $1.2 million in FPP funds to 19 farms to purchase 
over 1,400 acres of farmland.  To date, the Natural Resources Con ser va tion Service, 
through the Farmland Protection Program has entered into cooperative agreements to 
protect valuable farmland with King and Skagit Counties.   In fi scal year 2001, 
Washington State alone requested over $2.3 million to protect 1,300 acres of farmland.  
Of this total, the State of Washington received $564,800 to protect nearly 500 acres of 
prime agricultural land.

Outlook 
The Willamette and Puget Sound Valleys are in the top fi ve of the Nation’s most threat-
 ened areas, according to the American Farmland Trust (1997).  Made up of forest and 
cropland, the area is undergoing extensive urbanization, par tic u lar ly around the 
metropolitan Seattle-Tacoma-Bremerton areas.  King County in Washington was ranked 
sixth in the United States in the number of new private housing units authorized by 
building permits between 1990 and 1992.   Despite urbanization pressure, the outlook 
for pur chas ing development rights to pre serve prime agricultural lands within the State 
looks prom is ing.  To date, over 35 governmental agencies or nongovernmental or ga ni z-
a tions have formed in Washington to prevent the conversion of agricultural land to 
non-ag ri cul tur al uses.  
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Washington Easements
(As of December 2001) 

                                   
County: King 
Acres: 170
Total Easement Cost:
$1,665,172
Average per acre: $9,795
Federal payment amount: 
$460,000
Percentage: 28% 

County: Skagit
Acres: 1,261
Total Easement Cost: 
$1,649,081
Average per acre: $1,308
Federal payment amount: 
$754,800
Percentage: 46%

Washington Totals:
Acres: 1,431
Total Easement Costs: 
$3,314,253
Average per acre: $2,316
Federal payment amount: 
$1,214,800
Percentage: 37%


